Introduced by Council Member Johnson:
RESOLUTION 2009-368
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING ALL VICTIMS, VICTIM ADVOCATES, AND VICTIM-SERVING AGENCIES IN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; DECLARING THE WEEK OF APRIL 26-MAY 2, 2009, AS JACKSONVILLE CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, one violent crime is committed in America every six seconds, and thirty-three million Americans are victims of crime each year, of which 5.2 million are victims of violent crime; and


WHEREAS, crime victims, who play an indispensable role in bringing offenders to justice, deserve respect, resources, restoration, and justice from their communities and from the criminal justice system; and


WHEREAS, as we carry the cause of crime victims’ rights into 2009 and beyond, society must strive to create a world where the legal rights of victims are honored and government agencies are accountable for their treatment of victims; and 


WHEREAS, despite significant progress in providing rights and services to crime victims over the past two decades, large segments of our population, including crime victims who are immigrants, victims with disabilities, elderly victims, and victims in rural areas, are still underserved; and


WHEREAS, as a nation devoted to liberty and justice for all, the United States of America must increase its efforts to protect, restore, and expand crime victims’ rights and services to EVERY VICTIM, EVERY TIME; and


WHEREAS, the Victim Assistance Advisory Council is joining forces with victim-serving organizations, criminal justice officials, and concerned citizens throughout Jacksonville and the United States of America to observe National Crime Victims’ Rights Week April 26-May 2, 2009; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council hereby designates the week of April 26-May 2, 2009, as Jacksonville Crime Victims’ Rights Week, and honors and commends all crime victims, victim advocates, and victim-serving agencies for their tireless efforts to restore the dignity, sense of justice, and peace of mind of crime victims in our city.


Section 2.

The City Council does further urge Jacksonville’s citizens to participate in the activities scheduled for the week and to become better informed about the issues facing crime victims.

Section 3.

Rule 4.901 Emergency.  Emergency passage is requested pursuant to Rule 4.901 (Declaration of Emergency), Rules of the Council, with the nature of the emergency being that the week of observance begins April 26, 2009.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Rick Campbell
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